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Our Ref: GTR/EPE

June 2017

Dear Parent/Carer

UPDATE: FAIR AND ADEQUATE SCHOOL FUNDING
Following the general election outcome on 8th June, Headteacher colleagues and I felt that it is appropriate
to contact you regarding school funding.
The salient points are as follows:


The Conservative manifesto pledged an additional £4bn to fund schools over the next five years



Schools across England are still awaiting a detailed announcement relating to the introduction of an
urgently needed National Funding Formula



School funding – and severe teacher shortages – are having a profoundly negative effect on school
provision. In a recent survey of over 750 Headteachers:
o
o
o

45% confirmed that 2 or significantly more teaching posts are being cut from September 2017
92% said school funding was ‘inadequate’ or ‘at crisis point’
90% stated that recruitment was either ‘difficult’ or ‘extremely challenging’

Against this background, it is crucial that the new Government responds quickly and effectively to a growing
crisis in our schools.
We are encouraged that, following the election, the media have widely reported a recognition by the Prime
Minister that our concerns “must be addressed”.
We remain concerned, however, that the independent Institute for Fiscal Studies recently stated that when
rising student numbers and inflationary costs are taken in to account, input of £4bn will still lead to a “real
terms cut of 2.8% in per pupil funding between 2016 and 2022”. This represents a huge sum of money.
The only way for our cash-starved schools to function effectively is for proper investment – capital / buildings
and revenue - to be made into existing schools. The Government must also avoid giving schools additional
money through a new formula and then taking it back again through “hidden costs” and stealth taxes.
Along with Headteacher colleagues from 17 counties stretching from Cornwall to Norfolk and many points
in between, I am determined to work collaboratively to ensure fair and adequate school funding for every
school is achieved. As such, we will complete and encourage the following actions:


Make the strongest representations to local MPs to ensure that all our schools receive adequate
funding. It is crucial that they use their unique influence to hold the government to account on behalf
of every child and their families.



Continue to encourage parents and carers to campaign vigorously to secure adequate school
funding. There are national and regional parental groups that are keen to gain your support. They
include ‘Fair Funding for all Schools’: www.fairfundingforallschools.org



Update all stakeholders regularly.

Can I thank you again for your unstinting support which is clearly making a positive difference to our crucial
campaign.
Yours faithfully
FOR & ON BEHALF OF SASH

Garry Trott
Principal
On behalf of 17 county areas:
Brighton
Cambridgeshire
Cornwall
Devon
Dorset

East Sussex
Essex
Hertfordshire
Norfolk

Northamptonshire
Oxfordshire
Peterborough
Suffolk

Surrey
Thurrock
Wokingham
West Sussex

Information
This is a letter about important school information. If you are unable to read this information because English is not
your first language, please ask someone who speaks English to contact the school on 01473 742315 or email
office@westbourne.attrust.org.uk
Lietuvių kalba/Lithuanian - Informacija/General information
Tai laiškas apie svarbią mokyklos informaciją. Jei negalite perskaityti šios informacijos, nes anglų nėra jūsų gimtoji kalba ,
kreipkitės į ką nors, kas kalba angliškai arba kreipkitės į mokyklą 01473 742315 arba el
office@westbourne.attrust.org.uk
Polski/Polish - Informacja/information
Jest to pismo o ważnych informacjach o szkole. Jeśli nie możesz przeczytać tej informacji, ponieważ angielski nie jest twoim
pierwszym językiem, poproś kogoś, kto mówi po angielsku, lub skontaktuj się ze szkołą 01473 742315 lub e-mail
office@westbourne.attrust.org.uk
Em português /Portuguese - Informações/information
Esta é uma carta sobre informações importantes sobre a escola. Se você é incapaz de ler esta informação, porque o Inglês não é
sua língua nativa, por favor, pergunte a alguém que fala Inglês deve contactar a escola 01473 742315 ou e-mail
office@westbourne.attrust.org.uk
Limba română/Romanian - Informații/ General information letter
Aceasta este o scrisoare cu privire la informații importante școlare . Dacă nu puteți citi această informație pentru că engleza nu
este prima limbă , vă rugăm să întrebați pe cineva care vorbește limba engleză trebuie să contacteze școala 01473 742315 sau email office@westbourne.attrust.org.uk

